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charges o1 fums cxtended are fupplied by eftimate or conjecture, yet, from the evidence upca whick E
:t was. founded, may, in the opinion of the agent, be deemed tolerably correct. S

« That the charges, from No. I to 5 inclufive, amounting to 777,232 53 dollars has heretofore
been examined and pafled to the credit of the ftate of Maryland in the bouks of “the payma{’cer.ge'ne-. .
ral and late commiffioner of army accounts. -

« "That the accounts No. 12 and 25, the agent is of opinion, are the only charges to which ob.
jeGtions, material in principle, will probably arife. ‘The firft of thefe was for payments on account
of depreciation of pay to oficers and foldiers not entitled thereto by an act of congrefs of the 10th of
April; 17803 the other for expences incurred in the departinent of marine and particular defence of
the ftate, unfanctioned by any refolution of congrefs, but is countenanced by fimilar difburfements and '
exhibits from many of the other {tates, -and from that circumf{tance may derive confiderable fupport
and claim a final admiflion. ’

“« That the fum to be admitted on account of the loan of Meffieurs Vanftaphorits will materially de-
nd on the decree of the fupreme judicial court of the United States, where a fuit has been infli.
tuted by the agent for the heufe, or the award of the commiffioners lately appointed by the honoura-
‘ble affembly. - ‘ ' - ‘

« That the agent is lately informed the board of commifficners have eftablifhed a fcale of depreci.-
ation applicable to payments in the old emiffions, and materially different from what has gencrally
been efteemed the rule of liquidation. This will occafion a confiderable diminution of theé nominal
amount of the ftate’s claim, but, as itis to have a general operation, it will probably make no effen-
tial difference in the relative proportion of demand. 4

« The agent would alfo obferve, that a great part of the acgounts of the ftate are deficicnt in re-
gular vouchers to fupport the claim, and the production of treafury orders, and other corroboruting
zeftimony, to anfwer the-objections of the commiffioners, conftitutes a luboticus and oficotial part of
his duty, and although the board appear inclined to admit the records of the frate 1n oaid o the
charzes, yet they are not admifiible a5 complete evidences of payments, and the agent fenhibly recrety
that the certificates which have been redeemed by the gevernment, have, arcording to the pralice of
the committees of accounts, been deftroyed in the wreafury.  They were, in every cule, comylere
teftimony of payments, and he fears that in many inftances they were the only evidences of demand
on the union.

« The agent begs leave further to add, that Le is confiderably employed in a re-flatement of the
ccounts for thé purpofe of accommodating them to the precedents of the board, and is of opinion
that a final completion will take place within the time limitted by the late act of congrefs, and al-.
though, from the fecrecy (perhaps neceilary) preferved by the commiffioners, he is unatle to form
an accurate deciiion on the relative fituation of the accounts of the ftate, or how her claims will ap-
pear upon 3 final clofe, yet the agent hopes and expects that her actual expenditare wiil be found ful-
ly equal to her proportion of reneral difburfements. _

« All which is refpectfully fubmitted. -

: « C. RICHMOND, Agent.”’

The agent now begs leave to inform the honourable legiflature, that no material alteration has
taken place in addition to the grofs amount of the eftimate above mentioned, except in the article of
the claim of Meflieurs Vanftaphorfts, our cftimate in the foregoing riport falling fhort of the a&tual

ayment made to them the fum of 10,576_%‘jths dollars. This detect is however remedied by the
prc(ematioh of the account marked A, which includes in it the whole amount of principal and inter-
eft paid to the agents of the faid Vanitaphorits 5 and although the commiflionefs have not varied in
any inftance from the myf{terious mode adopted by them in the eonduct of their bufinefs, yet your
agent has every reafon to believe the whole ameunt pard on this article has been carried to the credit
of the ftate. .

Your agent further begs leave to report, that immediatcly after it was announced to him (about
the 20th of June) that the examination of the accounts of Maryland was finifhed, he made the fol
lowing requifition to the commiflioners, Vviz.

To the COMMISSIONERS for fettling the accounts of the individual flates with the United States,
dated the 21ft June, 1793.
GENTLEMEN, « . _

The objet of my agency beinﬁ:ow neariy completed, T wifh to return to Maryland and give
account of the refult, in2a {hort dfme. Tis my wifh, at the fame time, to prefent the executive,
or the general affembly, with a view of the accounts of the ftate againft the United States; and to
the accomplifhment of which, I beg leave to requeft that your honourable board will direét, thatl
be furnifhed with an official ftatement, exhibiting the aggregate amount pafled to the credit of the
ftate, the fum with which fhe is debited, together with thofe accounts, if any fuch there be, which
+have been denied admiffion. The frequent references required to be made to the books of the ftate,
now in your office, makes it of confequence that the auditor of Maryland fthould be in pofleflion of
them, and as 1 prefume the purpofes for which they were produced arc now completed, I entreat that
an order may be. granted for their delivery to me. 1 {hall hope for the favour of your anfwer, and

am, with the greateft refpect, your obedient {ervant, ,
C. RICHMOND, Agent for Maryland.

The following-anfwer was tranfmitted the {ame day:

SIR, Office of Accounts, 21t June, 1793 -

IN anfwer to your’s of _this morning, I am direted by the board to inform you, that previous &0
‘their giving you an order for the delivery of ‘any of the books lodged in this office for the purport’
) S ' authenticating




